(19) 



(12) 



EuropSlsches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Off ice europ^en des brevets (11) EP 0 592 348 B1 

EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION 



(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
07.01.1998 Bulletin 1998/02 

(21) Application number: 93500139.6 

(22) Date of filing: 07.10.1993 



(51) Int. CI 6 : A61K 38/04, A61K 31/505, 
A61K 31/57, A61K 31/19, 
A61K 31/40, A61K 31/38, 
A61K 31/535, A61K 31/00 
// (A61 K38/04, 31 :505, 31 :57) 



(54) Pharmaceutical formulation comprised of polymyxin-trimethoprim and an anti-inflammatory 
drug for ophthalmic and optic topical use 

Pharmazeutische Zubereitung mit Polymyxin-Trimethoprim und einem anti-inflammatorischen Stoff 
zur ophthalmischen Verwendung und zur topischen Anwendung am Ohr 

Composition pharmaceutique contenant de la polymyxine-trim6thoprine et un agent anti- 
inflammatoire pour ('utilisation ophthalmique et ototopique 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 

AT BE CH DE DK FR GB GR IE IT LI LU MC NL PT 
SE 

(30) Priority: 07.10.1992 ES 9201979 

(43) Date of publication of application: 
1 3.04.1 994 Bulletin 1 994/1 5 

(73) Proprietor: 

LABORATORIOS CUSI, S.A. 
08320 El Masnou (Barcelona) (ES) 

(72) Inventors: 

• Bergamini, Michael Van Wie 
ES-08328 Alella (Barcelona) (ES) 

• Borras Sanjurjo, Teresa 

ES-08320 El Masnou (Barcelona) (ES) 

• Coll Colomer, Jordl 
ES-08012 Barcelona (ES) 

• Notivol Paino, Ricardo 
ES-08026 Barcelona (ES) 

• Oros Laguens, Carmen 
ES-08014 Barcelona (ES) 



00 
CO 

CO 

CM 
O) 



Q. 

LU 



• Vallet Mas, Jos6 Alberto 
ES-08022 Barcelona (ES) 

(74) Representative: 

Ungria Lopez, Javier et al 
Avda. Ramon y Cajal, 78 
28043 Madrid (ES) 

(56) References cited: 
EP-A- 0 037 043 

• PHARMAKATHERAPEUTIKA,vol.3,no.4,1982, 
pages 274-277; VAN RENSBURG ET AL: 
Trimethoprim-polymyxin ophthalmic solution 
versus chloramphenicol ophthalmic solution in 
the treatment of bacterial conjunctivitis' 

• CURRENT THERAPEUTIC RESEARCH, vol. 37, 
no. 6, 1985, pages 1167-1179; GYDE M.C.: 
'Efficacy of various drug regimens In benign 
otorrhea* 

• Biopharm. Drug Disposition, 1987, vol 8; R.D. 
SCHOENWALD et al., pp. 527-548 

• Manufacturing Chemist & Aerosol News, Dec. 
1977; M. AGGAG et al., pp. 43-44 



Note: Within nine months from the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent, any person may give 
notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to the European patent granted. Notice of opposition shall be filed in 
a written reasoned statement. It shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been paid. (Art. 
99(1) European Patent Convention). 



Primed by Xerox (UK) Business Services 
2.15.8/3.4 



EP0 592 348 B1 



Description 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention ffts within the technical field of pharmaceutical formulations used to treat infectious proc- 
esses accompanied by inflammation of the eyes, the surrounding area thereof as well as of ears. 

Specifically, the present invention provides a formulation comprised of polymyxin, trimethoprim and an anti-inflam- 
matory drug for ophthalmic and otic topical use. 

PPIQR ART 

Formulations used to treat ophthalmic and/or otic infections, whether or not they are accompanied by a concomi- 
tant inflammatory process, have been known for quite some time, though, the development of new compositions that 
are equally effective or more effective than known ones with less side effects and which are easier to administer, as well 
as which are stabler during storage, among other advantages, is still necessary. 

U.S. patent no. 3,985,873 of 12 October 1976, describes an ophthalmic solution suitable to treat microbial infec- 
tions, especially, bacterial infections of eyes and the surrounding area thereof, containing sulfecetimide, a medicinal or 
pharmaceutical^ water soluble salt of polymyxin, especially polymyxin B, and water, the solution having a pH between 
4.5 and 6.5. This solution is especiaoly applicable to eye infections, such as acute or chronic conjunctivitis, infected 
sockets, ulcers of the cornea, keratitis, episcleritis, blepharitis, etc., also being applicable in eye surgery or in the case 
of serious eye damage. 

WO-A-8 909 057 of 9 March 1989 describes pharmaceutical compositions that comprise tobramycin and a steroid 
such as dexamethasone or fluorometholone for ophthalmic topical use. These compositions are especially applicable 
in treating patients with symptoms related to ophthalmic bacterial infections which involve inflammation as well as in 
treating patients that may be predisposed to develop an ophthalmic infection, as a result of an immunosuppressor effect 
attributable to the steroid component of the composition or as a result of a situation no related to steroid therapy. 

Canadian patent no. 2,013,188 of 27 March 1990 refers to a preservative system for antimicrobially effective oph- 
thalmic formulations. Said formulations include a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug containing a -COOH group in 
combination with an antibiotic, the preservative system being formed by a quaternary ammonium preservative and a 
non-ionic polyoxyethylated octyl phenol surface active agent, and all in an aqueous medium. These formulations are 
useful for treating diseases and/or situations that are caused by, associated with, or accompanied by inflammatory 
processes. Among others, glaucoma, macular edema, uveitis, diabetic retinopathy or conjunctivitis can be mentioned, 
or in the cause of any traumatism due to surgery or any eye injury. 

On the other hand, it is known that the trimethoprimpolymyxin B association, in the preparation of collyria for oph- 
thalmic use, has been shown to be highly effective in treating bacterial conjunctivitis caused by diverse agents (Lam- 
berts, D.V., Buka, T; Knowlton, G.M. Clinical evaluation of trimethoprim-containing ophthalmic solutions in humans Am 
J. Ophthalmol. 1984, 98:11-16; and Nozik, RA; Smolin, G.; Knowlton, G.; Austin, R. Trimethoprim-Polymyxin B oph- 
thalmic solution in treatment of surface ocular bacterial infections. Ann. Ophthalmol. 1985, 17: 746-748) among which 
Neisseria gonorrheae must be excepted. Different researchers have shown that the association of both drugs is syner- 
gic against different bacterial species. 

Trimethoprim is active "in vitro" against Haemophilus, Escherichia coli, Klebsiella pneumoniae, Moraxella, Entero- 
bacter aerogenes, Proteus, Salmonella and Shigella. Pseudomonas are not susceptible at all or very slightly. 

Polymyxin B has a bacterial action on different gram negative bacteria, such as: Escherichia, Heamophilus Kleb- 
siella, Pasteurella, Salmonella, Shigella, Vibrio and Pseudomona aeruginosa, the action thereof on the last one being 
the main reason why the association for ophthalmic use has been made. 

Likewise, the applicant itself (internal documentation of Laboratorios Cusi, S.A. Double blind clinical test between 
the association of trimethoprim-polymyxin B-dexamethasone and the association of gentamycin in otitis externa. 1 990) 
has also successfully used this association to treat diffuse otitis externa as is shown in the double blind clinical test with 
100 patients, unpublished, in which the trimethoprim-polymyxin preparation was shown to be highly effective, just like 
gentamycin-dexamethasone, in clinical and bacteriological healing of these processes. 

Ukewise, it is known that the association of a corticosteroid with an antibiotic for the treatment of infectious proc- 
esses of the anterior eye pole and of the external ear, have the following advantages: 

1 . They shorten the evolution of the disease since the signs and symptoms disappear more rapidly. 

2. The combination in a single container of the antibiotic and the corticosteroid makes treating the patient easier 
avoiding mistakes and improving the following of the same. 

3. Corticosteroids administered together with antibiotics, both in topical form, reduce itching and irritation of the 
mucous membrane that the antibiotics after administration thereof (tolerance.) 



EP0 592 348B1 



The advantages, effectiveness and safety of the preparations with antibiotic and corticosteroid combinations for 
treating infectious processes of the anterior pole and ears, has been repeatedly proven in numerous clinical tests and 
experimental studies. 

Topical corticosteroids can on occasions cause undesirable effects, however, when they are correctly used in com- 

s bination with suitable antibiotics, they are very useful for treating pathologies in which i nf ectious agents take part. These 
combinated preparations are a strong therapeutic means for ophthamologists as well as general practitioners 

A double blind study carried out by Aragones (Aragones, J. V. The treatment of blepharitis: a controlled double blind 
study of combination therapy. Annals of Ophthalmology 1973. January 49-52) in patients with chronic blepharitis, 
showed that the combination of an anti-inflammatory drug and an anti-infectious drug is much more effective than treat- 

10 ment with only an anti-infectious drug. The patients treated only with an antibiotic and whose symptoms persisted were 
treated with corticosteroids, experienced a spectacular improvement. No undesirable effects due to the corticosteroids 
were found. TTie author emphasizes the advantages of a single container for administering the treatment when two 
drugs should be administered since this prevents confusion and the patient's correct following of the treatment. 

Clinical studies done on blepharitis and blepharoconjunctivitis show that the antibiotic-corticosteroid combination 

15 alleviates more rapidly the signs and symptoms and is effective in more serious varieties of blepharitis. They are of the 
opinion that these associations should be available to specialists at least in the cases of staphylococcic blepharocon- 
junctivitis and blepharitis of a mixed etiology. (Lepold, I.H. Clinical use of Corticosteroids in anterior segment inflamma- 
tory disease initiated by replicating agents. Tr. Am. Acad. Ophth. Otol. (1975), 79 (Jan.-Feb.): 117-127.) Alexander et 
al. A new corticosteroid-antibiotic preparation in eye and ear infections. General Practitioner Clinical Trials (1966); 

20 197:94-96 obtains similar conclusions in bacterial blepharoconjunctivitis as well as otitis externa and otitis media. 

In a study carried out on an experimental model of bacterial keratitis in rabbits (Liebowitz, H.M.; Kupferman, A. Top- 
ically administered corticosteroids. Arch. Ophthalmol. (1980), 98:1287-1290) the effects produced by the interaction of 
an antibiotic and a corticosteroid were verified. The results showed that despite the believed interference that corticos- 
teroids can have on the host's defense mechanisms against the infection, the balance of the combination of the same 

25 administered topically together with an antibiotic, is positive. The corticosteroid has an unspecific anti-inflammatory 
action and the antibiotic continues to eliminate microorganisms without apparent interference. The conclusion is 
reached that a corticosteroid administered topically together with a topical suitable antibiotic does not increase bacterial 
replication if the corticosteroid is not administered more frequently than the antibiotic. When both drugs are combined 
in the same preparation, they are administered simultaneously and with the same frequency. 

30 Leibowitz and Kupferman (Leibowitz, H.M.; Kupferman, A. Drug interaction in the eye, Arch. Ophthalmol. (1977), 
95:682-685) did an experimental study for the purpose of studying the possible interactions between the corticosteroid 
and the antibiotic upon being instilled together in the eye. None of the combinations studied showed a reduction of the 
effectiveness in comparison with the corticosteroid alone and greater effectiveness that seems to indicate the synergic 
effect between both compounds was even observed. 

35 There are also references to the use of corticosteroids in the course of treatment of eye infections with antibiotics 
(Manabe. R.; Murai. Y. Clinical use of sulbenicillin eye drops. Folia Ophthal. Jap. (1974) 25 (12):1313-1318), both topi- 
cally, for the purpose of reducing itching and irritation caused by antibiotics. 

An article by van Rensburg et al. in PHARMAKOTERAPEUTIKA, 1982, Vol. 3(4), p.274-277, as well as EP-A- 
0037043, disclose stabilized ophthalmical formulations comprising polymyxin and trimethoprim as active substances. 

40 However, the formulations lack antiinflammatory agents and thus an enhanced antiinflammatory activity. 

In an article by Gyde et al. in CURRENT THERAPRESEARCH, 1985, Vol. 37(6), p. 1 167-1 179, a review of formu- 
lations useful in the treatment of benign otorrhea is provided. Among a plurality of possible formulations, an association 
of two combined antibiotics, polymyxin and neomycin, with hydrocortisone is described. Also this article mentions a 
combination of polymyxin-B and trimethoprim in a formulation without antiinflammatory agent. 

45 Despite all that which has been said above, present eye anti-infectious therapy still has quite a number of inconven- 
iences, some of which are indicated hereinafter: 

Treatment of eye infections with trimethoprim in an ophthalmic solution is effective against gram positive germs (S. 
aureus, S. epidermidis, H. influenzae, Strp. pneumoniae and Strp. viridans ) and some gram negative germs (E. coli, 
Klebsiella pneumoniae, Proteus mirabilis), but its action spectrum is incomplete. 

so Polymyxin B is only active against gram negative microorganisms (Enterobacter, E. coli, Klebsiella and many 
strains of Pseudomona aeruginosa), but its action spectrum is also incomplete. 

Another antibiotics of ophthalmic use such as gentamycin, ampicillin, tobramycin and cephalosporins are very fre- 
quently resistant to certain microorganisms, thus use thereof is being limited little by little. The use of said antibiotic 
combination improves the possibilities of treating these cases. 

55 Besides, reactions of hypersensitivity to the above cited antibiotics may take place. In the case of tobramycin the 
frequency of such a reaction is up to 3 %. 

Other broad spectrum antibiotics such as Cloramphenicol can be the cause of serious adverse reactions (aplastic 
anemia) even when used topically. 
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ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid.) Soluble salts of trimethoprim are formed by reaction of trimethoprim with the corre- 
sponding acid. 

A group of cationic peptide compounds is known as polymyxin, of which specifically polymyxin B stands out. Poly- 
myxin B is a mixture of polymyxin B 1 and polymyxin B2 of structural formula (II): 

L-DAB — D-X — — L-Y 

/ . 

r — L-DAB — ♦L-Thr — ► Z L-DAB 

r | = \ + 

■y-KK 9 L-Thr L-DAB*— L-DAB 

Z « | = | 

Y-NH 2 V-KK 2 

(II) 



(Polymyxin B 1 : R=(+)-6-methyloctanoyl; X=phenylalanine; Ydeucine; Z=L-DAB. 
Polymyxin B2*. R=(+)-6-methylheptanoyl; X=phenylalanine; Y=leucine; Z=L-DAB. 
DAB: a, y-diaminobutyric acid) 

Polymyxin is active against different gram negative organisms (Enterobacter, E. coli, Klebsiella and many strains of 
Pseudomonas aeruginosa.) The present invention also includes pharmaceutical^ acceptable salts of said compounds. 

The present invention is not restricted to a polymyxin in particular and all polymyxins described on pages 1 205 and 
1 206 of the Merck Index, 11th. edition are considered to be included, though for the effects of the present invention pol- 
ymyxin B is the compound that is considered to be the most suitable. For the effects of the present invention polymyxin 
is used as a pharmaceutical ly acceptable water soluble salt. In this way, it can be dissolved in water without stirring, 
though stirring can be used to speed up the dissolving process. The pharmaceutical^ acceptable salts used the most 
are sulfate or chlorohydrate. 

The combination of trimethoprim with polymyxin B improves and broadens the microbiological activity against gram 
negative microorganisms (E. coli, Klebsiella, H. influenzae, Salmonella, Pasteurella, Bordetella, Shigella and in partic- 
ular Pseudomonas aeruginosa.) In this way, a microbiological spectrum similar to that of Cloramphenicol but without its 
side effects is attained. 

The formulations of the present invention include an anti-inflammatory drug. Said anti-inflammatory drug is 
selected from dexamethasone of structural formula (III): 



CH 2 0H 




(III) 



or Clobetasone, of structural formula (IV): 
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The present invention also includes pharmaceutical!/ acceptable isomers, esters and salts of the cited compounds. 

The compositions of the present invention comprise the combination of polymyxin, trimethoprim and a steroidal 
anti-inflammatory drug selected from dexamethasone or clobetasone. The compositions also include others com- 
pounds traditionally used in ophthalmic and otic preparations, such as isotonizing agents. pH buffers, viscosity modify- 
ing agents, wetting agents, chelating agents, antioxidants and preservatives. 

In the following paragraphs, of the descriptive part of the present specification as well as of the set of claims the 
percentages are expressed as weight/volume in those cases in which the resulting pharmaceutical form is a solution 
suspens.on emulsion or liquid fraction of an extemporaneous preparation. However, in the cases in which the resulting 
product of the application of the invention is an ointment or solid fraction of an extemporaneous preparation the c-er- 
centage is expressed as weight/weight. ' M 

Sodium chloride, glycerol, mannitol and sorbitol, among others, can be cited as isotonizing agents. These com- 
pounds are used to achieve the required tonicity in the preparation. These compounds are typically used at levels 
between 0.7 and 1.4 %. 

Citrates borates and phosphates, among others, can be included as pH buffers. This type of product is introduced 
.n the formulations to keep the pH stable for the life of the product and to improve tolerance thereof when the use of the 
product requires this. These compounds are typically used at levels between 0.01 and 2.0%. 

As viscosity modifying agents, that improve the time during which the product remains where it has been adminis- 
tered or they ensure the homogeneity of the dosage in the cases in which the resulting product is a suspension poly- 
S , Po'y^ypyro^one. methylcellulose. hydroxypropylcellulose. hydroxyethylcellulose. 

carboxymethylcellulose. hydroxypropylmethylcellulose can be cited. These compounds are typically used at levels 
between 0.01 and 2.0 %. 

As wetting agents, that improve the contact between the solid and the aqueous vehicle in the compounds that result 
to be suspenses or that improve the solubility of some of the components in the formulation, polyethoxylated fatty 
alcohols, polyethoxylated alkylphenols. polyethoxylated fatty acids, sorbitan esters, alkanolamides. among others non- 
ion.c surface active agents, can be included. These compounds are typically used at levels between 0 01 and 2 0% 

As chelating agents we can cite citric acid and disodium salt of ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid EDTA These com- 

^™ CWed 10 impr0ve the action * the P reserv *tes. These compounds are typically used at levels between 
o.o i and 2.0%. 

As antioxidants to stabilize the formulations included in the present invention, we can point out ascorbic acid and 
sodium metabisuHate. These compounds are typically used at levels between 0.01 and 2 0 % 

As preservatives, to prevent contamination of the product, quaternary ammonium derivatives, such as benzalko- 
nium chloride, cetylmethylammonium bromide, cetylpyridine chloride, organomercurial derivatives, such as thiomersal 
phenylmercuric acetate .and phenylmercuric nitrate and methyl and propyl p-Hydroxybenzoates, and the sodium salts 
there^chlorbutanol. beta-phenylethyl alcohol, benzyl alcohol, chlorhexidine diacetate. and digluconate can be 
included. The formulations of the present invention also include mixtures of the cited compounds. These compounds 
are typically used at levels between 0.001 and 1 .0%. 

Other optional vehicles can be used in terms of the characteristics of the steroids used, such as can be agents 
which increase stability (cyclodextrins). cryo-protective agents (dextrane, mannitol. citric acid, tartaric acid) when the 
resulting pharmaceutical form has to be an extemporaneous preparation to improve the stability, solvents typically used 
in otic preparations (ethanol, glycerol, propyleneglycol) or vehicles normally used in pharmaceutical ointments (mineral 
oil, paraffin, lanolin, cholesterol) 

The present invention includes the different pharmaceutical forms (solutions, suspensions, emulsions, ointments 
and extemporaneous preparations) obtained upon combining the different above mentioned compounds. The charac- 
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teristics of the compounds chosen can condition the pharmaceutical form necessary to obtain a stable, well tolerated 
and therapeutically effective preparation. 

In accordance with the present invention, the resulting combination includes between 0.005 and 1.0 % of trimeth- 
oprim (as a base), preferably between 0.010 and 0.5 % trimethoprim (as a base), between 0.01 and 0.3 % of polymyxin 
s (as a base), preferably between 0.5 and 0.1 5 % polymyxin (as a base), and between 0.001 and 5 % of the respective 
anti-inflammatory drugs, preferably between 0.05 and 3% of the anti-inflammatory drugs. 

In practice, the amounts of polymyxin included in the present invention vary between 200,000 and 2,000,000 inter- 
national units per 100 ml, the values between 400.000 and 1 ,600,000 being the preferred ones. 

The pH of the formulations included in the present invention vary between 4 and 8.5, depending on the optimal 
w rrange of the anti-inflammatory drugs, or mixture thereof, chosen. In order to adjust the pH of the formulations to the 
desired value, aside from the above mentioned buffers, acids (hydrochloric acid, sulfuric acid) or bases (sodium hydrox- 
ide, potassium hydroxide) can be used. 

The amount of preparation that can be administered to the receptor animal defends on the nature of the animal 
(species, age, size), as well as the general state of health and seriousness and type of disease suffered from. Although 
15 the dosage is to be established by the doctor, it is recommended that the formulations included in the present invention 
be administered 2 to 4 times a day, instilling one or two drops each time. 

The formulations included in the present invention can be packaged in the containers normally used for this type of 
preparation, in accordance with the resulting pharmaceutical form. 

In the cases in which the use thereof so requires, the combinations included in the present invention have to be 
20 made under sterile conditions. 

The presence of polymyxin and of trimethoprim does not affect the activity of the anti-inflammatory drugs used, as 
well as the presence of the anti-inflammatory drugs does not interfere in the antimicrobial activity of the mixture of pol- 
ymyxin and trimethoprim against Pseudomonas aeruginosa and Staplylococcus aureus. 

The formulations described in the present invention turn out to be antimicrobiologically effective according to the 
25 criteria of the British Pharmacopoeia against Pseudomonas aeruginosa, Staphyococcus aureus, Candida albicans and 
Aspergillus niger. 

After 24 months of storage at room temperature it has been observed that the physical, physicochemical, chemical, 
microbiological and therapeutic characteristics of the formulations included in the present invention are maintained. 

30 EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is additionally illustrated by means of the following examples representative of the composi- 
tions included in the present invention. 

35 EXAMPLE N« 1 Ophthalmic suspension 



SUBSTANCE 


AMOUNT PER 100 ml 


Trimethoprim base 


0.100 g 


Polymyxin B sulfate 


1,000,000 LU. 


Clobetasone 17 Butyrate 


0.100 g 


Hydroxypropylmethylcellulose 


0.500 g 


Sodium chloride q.s. 


300 mOsol/kg. 


Polysorbate 80 


0.100 g 


Sodium methyl p-hydroxybenzoate 


0.035 g 


Sodium propyl p-hydroxybenzoate 


0.023 g 


Sulfuric acid 25% 


1.2 ml 


Sodium hydroxide 40% q.s. 


pH 5.2 - 5.8 


Purified water q.s. 


100 ml 



In order to obtain the ophthalmic solution 90% of the water of the formulation is put in a suitable container and sul- 
furic acid and trimethoprim are added. The pH is adjusted with sodium hydroxide and the following components are 
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added: sodium methyl p-hydroxybenzoate, sodium propyl p-hydroxybenzoate, sodium chloride, Polysorbate 80 and 
hydroxypropylmethylcellulose. The volume is completed with purified water and the resulting solution is filtered through 
a previously sterilized 0.22 micra filtration system. The resulting filtrate is collected in a sterile area and under these 
conditions previously sterilized Clobetasone 17 butyrate is added. The system is homogenized with a rotary agitator. 
The suspension obtained is dosed in previously sterilized suitable containers. 

EXAMPLE N g 2. Extemporaneous solution 
Fraction: Lvophile 



Substance 


Amount per 100 ml 


Sodium dexamethasone phosphate equivalent to dexamethasone base 
Trisodium citrate 
Polysoibate 80 
Citric acid q.s. 


0.100 g 
2.500 g 
0.100 g 
pH 7.6 - 8.0 



Fraction: Active solvent 



Substance 


Amount per 100 ml 


Trimethoprim base 


0.100 g 


Polymyxin B sulfate 


1.000,000 I.U. 


Hydroxypropylmethylcellulose 


0.500 g 


Sodium chloride q.s. 


300 mOsmol/kg 


Benzalkonium chloride 


0.010 g 


Sulfuric acid 25% 


1.2 ml 


Sodium hydroxide 40% q.s. 


pH 5.5-5.9 


Purified water q.s. 


100 ml 



In order to obtain the fraction corresponding to the lyophile sodium dexamethasone phosphate, trisodium citrate 
and Polysorbate 80 are dissolved in the necessary amount of purified water. The pH is adjusted with citric acid and the 
volume is completed with purified water Tlie resulting solution is filtered through a previously sterilized 0.22 micra filtra- 
tion system. The resulting filtrate is dosed in previously steilized vials and is subjected to a lyophilization process. Once 
said operation has been completed, the vials are sealed with previously sterilized stoppers. 

In order to obtain the fraction corresponding to the active solvent 90% of the water of the formulation is put in a suit- 
able container and sulfuric acid and trimethoprim are added. The pH is adjusted with sodium hydroxide and benzalko- 
nium chloride and sodium chloride are added. The volume is completed with purified water and the resulting solution is 
filtered through a previously sterilized 0.22 micra filtration system. The resulting filtrate is collected in a sterile area and 
is dosed in previously sterilized suitable containers. 

PRECLINICAL TESTS 

In the following paragraphs the term Ophthalmotrim designates the combination of trimethoprim and polymyxin B 
sulfate. 7 

A-MICROBIOLOGY 

The preservative effectiveness (PET/Challenge Test) corresponding to the beginning of the study of the stability of 
the ophthalmic specialities Ophthalmotrim-Dexamethasone and Ophthalmotrim-Clobetasone and of the otic specialty 
Ophthalmotrim-Dexamethasone has been determined. The two ophthalmic specialities have benzalkonium chloride at 
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a concentration of 0.01 % for Ophthalmotrim-Dexamethasone and of 0.005 % for Ophthalmotrim-Clobetasone as a pre- 
servative; the otic speciality has sodium nipagin (0.035 %) - sodium nipasol (0.023 %) as the preservative. 

In order to evaluate the preservative effectiveness the specifications of the British Pharmacopoeia 1988, European 
Pharmacopoeia 1992 A and FarmacopSe Frangaise 1989 for ophthalmic and topical products. The specialities tested 

5 have been contaminated with an inoculum of 1 x 10 6 c.f.u. of the microorganisms Pseudomonas aeruginosa ATCC 
9027, Staphylococcus aureus ATCC 6538P, Candida albicans ATCC 10231 and Aspergillus niger ATCC 16404. The 
aliquots of the dilutions of the products have been grown on Tryptone agar-soybean and Sabouraud agar plates. The 
quantification of the microorganisms has been carried out at 0 and 6 hours, 1, 7, 14 and 28 days for the ophthalmic 
products and 0 hours and 2, 7, 14 and 28 days for the topical products. 

w The preservative benzalkonium chloride present in the specialities Ophthalmotrim-Dexamethasone and Ophthal- 
motrim-Clobetasone and sodium nipagin - sodium nipasol present in the speciality Otix-Dexamethasone comply with 
the specifications set forth in the British Pharmacpoeia 1988, European Pharmacopoeia 1992 A and PharmacopSe 
Frangaise 1989, for ophthalmic and topical products, respectively. 

15 EFFECTIVENESS IN VIVO 

The anti-infectious activity was determined in a model of bacterial keratitis caused by a strain of Pseudomonas aer- 
uginosa coming from clinical isolation of an eye infection. 

In order to evaluate the effectiveness of the association microbiological parameters were used carrying out the 
20 count of viable microorganisms in the homogenized ones from the cornea of treated animals and untreated animals. 
The results are expressed more clearly on the attached table where the great effectiveness of the clobetasone-ophthal- 
motrim association in the two types of evaluation is observed. 
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stroma of the cornea. 

The eye developed uveitis whose main signs were: thickening of the cornea (pachymetry), reddening and edema 
of the conjunctiva, appearance of a corneal arc, congestion of the iris and breaking the hemato-aqueous barrier of the 
eye with an increase of proteins (BioRad method) and polymorphonuclear leukocytes (count in a hemocytometer) in the 
aqueous humor. The quantification of the subjective parameters is done by means of observing the eye with a slit lamp. 
The follow-up of the inflammatory process is done 24 hours, 48 hours and 72 hours after the intrastromal injection. 

Treatments are done by topical-ophthalmic instillation of isotonic solutions of the association of both collyria of Cor- 
tophthal (Clobetasone butyrate) and Ophthalmotrim (Trimethoprim and Polymyxin B sulfate.) The experimental design 
determines the comparison of the effect of the association with that of the active principles (Clobetasone butyrate and 
trimethoprim-polymyxin B sulfate) thereof. 

The experimental results found show that the clobetasone-trimethoprim-polymyxin association has an anti-inflam- 
matory action on the uveitis markers that do not differ from that found for clobetasone and, in some cases, it manages 
to exceed it, just as is inferred from the following experimental data: 

PHARMACOLOGY 

TITLE: STUDY OF THE PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION OF A COLLYRIA CONTAINING THE CLOBETASONE + 
TRIMETHOPRIM + POLYMYXIN ASSOCIATION IN AN EXPERIMENTAL MODEL OF UVEITIS IN THE EYE OF A 
RABBIT. IN COMPARISON WITH THE SPECIALITIES CORTOPTHAL (CLOBETASONE BUTYRATE COLLYRIA) AND 
OPHTHAUvlOTRIM (POLYMYXIN B SULFATE COLLYRIA). 

TREATMENTS : 

- CLOBETASONE BUT. + TRIMETHOPRIM + POLYMYXIN SULF batch 92281, vials 124, 125, 126 and 127 

- CORTOPHTHAL COLLYRIA (CLOBETASONE 0.1 %) batch G-2 

- OPHTHALMOTRIC COLLYRIA (TRIMETHOPRIM 0.1% + POLYMYXIN 10,000 u/ml) batch G-4 

- BRAUN SALINE SOLUTION (NaCI 0.9 %) batch E-1931 CLINICAL EVALUATION AFTER 72 h (n=6) 



PROD 


ERYT. 


EDEM 


SECR 


IRIS 


ARC 


OPAC 
HA 


COAG 
FIBRIN 


PACHY 
RED.% 


CELLS/ 
mm 3 


ASSOC. 


0,7(0,5) 


0,3 (0,5) 


2,0 (0,0) 


0 


0 


0 


0 


98% 


1.5 


CLOB 


0,7 (0,5) 


0 


1,5(0,5) 


0 


0 


0 


0 


99% 


6 


OPHTHA 


1.5(0,5) 


0,8 (0,4) 


1,8(0,4) 


1,2(0,8) 


0 


0 


0 


71 % 


112 


UNTREATED 


2,2 (0,8) 


1,5(0,8) 


2,3 (0,5) 


2,2(1) 


0,7 (2,6) 


0,8(1) 


0,3 (0,5) 




1651 



The results summarized in the above table correspond to the average obtained with six rabbits of each group. 

The clobetasone - ophthalmotric (ASSOC.) gives some clinical values much lower than those of the untreated 
(UNTREATED) group. The pachymetric reduction values (PACHY. RED. %) (measurement of the thickness of the cor- 
nea) indicate that the association reduces the thickness of the untreated cornea. The measurement of the presence of 
cells in the aqueous humor (CELLS/mm 3 ) shows a number approximately one thousand times lower than in untreated 
animals. These results confirm the great anti-inflammatory effectiveness of the studied ophthalmotrim-anti-inflamma- 
torydrug association. 

Claims 

1. A pharmaceutical formulation comprised of polymyxin, trimethoprim and an antiinflammatory drug for ophtalmic 
and otic topical use, characterized in that it comprises 

- 0.005-1 % of trimethoprim or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof; 

- 0.01-0.3% (0.2 - 2 x 10 6 international units per 100 ml) of polymyxin or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt 
thereof; 

- 0.001-5% of a steroidal anti-inflammatory drug, selected from one of dexamethasone or clobetasone, or an 
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isomer, or an ester or one of the pharmaceutical acceptable salts thereof; 

- optionally, 0.7-1 .4% of an isotonizing agent; 

- optionally, 0.01%-2.0% of a pH buffer; 

- optionally, 0.01-2.0% of a viscosity modifying agent; 

- optionally, 0.0 1 -2.0% of a chelating agent; 

- optionally, 0. 1 -2.0% of a wetting agent; 

- optionally, 0.01-2.0% of an antioxidant; 

- optionally, 0.001 -1 .0% of a preservative; 

- optionally, a vehicle suitable to the pharmaceutical form of the formulation; 

- said formulation having a pH between 4 and 8.5. 

2. A formulation according to claim 1 , characterized in that the polymyxin is polymyxin B or one of the pharmaceuti- 
cal^ acceptable salts thereof. 

3. A formulation according to claim 1 , characterized in that the isotonizing agent is selected from the group formed by 
sodium chloride, glycerol, mannitol and sorbitol. 

4. A formulation according to claim 1 , characterized in that the pH buffer is chosen from the group formed by citrates 
borates and phosphates. 

5. A formulation according to claim 1 , characterized in that the viscosity modifying agent is chosen from the group 
formed by polyvinyl alcohol, polyvinylpyrrolidone, methylcellulose, hydroxypropylcellulose, hydroxyethylcellulose 
carboxymethylcellulose and hydroxypropylmethylcellulose. 

6. A formulation according to claim 1 , characterized in that the wetting agent is chosen from the group formed by pol- 
yethoxylated fatty alcohols, polyethoxylated alkylphenols, polyethoxylated fatty acids, sorbitan esters and alkanola- 
mides. 

7. A formulation according to claim 1 , characterized in that the chelating agent is chosen from the group formed by 
citric acid and disodium salt of ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid. 

8. A formulation according to claim 1 , characterized in-that the antioxidant is chosen from the group formed by ascor- 
bic acid and sodium metabisurfate. 

9. A formulation according to claim 1 , characterized in that the preservative is chosen from the group formed by qua- 
ternary ammonium derivatives such as benzalkonium chloride, cetylmethlammonium bromide, cetylpyridine chlo- 
ride; organomercurial derivatives such as thiomersal, phenylmercuric acetate and phenylmercuric nitrate; and 
methyl and propyl p-hydroxybenzoates and sodium salts thereof, chlorbutanol, benzyl alcohol, chlorhexidine diac- 
etate and digluconate. 

1 0. A formulation according to claim 1 , characterized in that the vehicle is chosen between solubility increasing agents 
such as cyclodextrins; cryoprotective agents such as dextrane, mannitol, citric acid, tartaric acid; a solvent such as 
ethanol, glycerol and propyleneglycol; or a vehicle suitable for an ointment such as mineral oil, paraffin lanolin or 
cholesterol. 

1 1 . Use of the formulations of any of claims 1 to 1 0 in the preparation of a medicament for the treatment of eye infec- 
tions and inflammation. 

12. Use of the formulations any of of claims 1 to 10 in the preparation of a medicament for the treatment of ear infec- 
tions and inflammation. 

Patentanspruche 

1 . Pharmazeutische Zubereitung enthaltend Polymyxin, Trimethoprim und ein entzundungshemmendes Arzneimittel 
zur topischen Anwendung am Auge und am Ohr, dadurch gekennzeichnet, da6 sie umfaBt 

- 0,005 - 1 % Trimethoprim oder ein pharmazeutisch annehmbares Salz davon; 
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- 0,01 - 0,3 % (0,2 - 2 x 10 6 internationale Einheiten pro 100 ml) Polymyxin oder ein pharmazeutisch annehm- 
bares Salz davon; 

- 0,001 - 5 % eines steroiden, entzundungshemmenden Arzneimittels, ausgewahlt aus Dexamethason oder Clo- 
betason, oder ein Isomer oder ein Ester oder eines der pharmazeutisch annehmbaren Salze davon; 

- gegebenenfalls 0,7 - 1 ,4 % eines isotonisierenden Mittels; 

- gegebenenfalls 0,01 - 2,0 % eines pH-Puffers; 

- gegebenenfalls 0.01 - 2,0 % eines Mittels, das die Viskositat verdndert; 

- gegebenenfalls 0,01 - 2,0 % eines Chelatbildners; 

- gegebenenfalls 0,1 - 2,0 % eines Netzmittels; 

- gegebenenfalls 0,01 bis 2,0 % eines Antioxidationsmittels; 

- gegebenenfalls 0,001 bis 1 ,0 % eines Konservierungsmittels; 

- gegebenenfalls einen fur die pharmazeutische Form der Zubereitung geeigneten Trager; wobei die Zuberei- 
tung einen pH zwischen 4 und 8,5 aufweist. 

2. Zubereitung nach Anspruch 1 , dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB das Polymyxin Polymyxin B oder eines seiner phar- 
mazeutisch annehmbaren Salze ist. 

3. Zubereitung nach Anspruch 1 , dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB das isotonisierende Mittel aus der durch Natrium- 
chlorid, Glycerin, Mannit und Sorbit gebildeten Gruppe ausgewahlt ist. 

4. Zubereitung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB der pH-Puffer aus der durch Citrate, Borate und 
Phosphate gebildeten Gruppe ausgewahlt ist. 

5. Zubereitung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB das Mittel, das die Viskositat verdndert, aus der 
durch Polyvinylalkohol, Polyvinylpyrrolidon, Methylcellulose, Hydroxypropylcellulose, Hydroxyethylcellulose, Car- 
boxymethylcellulose und Hydroxypropylmethylcellulose gebildeten Gruppe ausgewahlt ist. 

6. Zubereitung nach Anspruch 1 , dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB das Netzmittel aus der durch polyethoxylierte Fett- 
alkohole, polyethoxylierte Alkylphenole, polyethoxylierte Fettsauren, Sorbitanester und Alkanolamide gebildeten 
Gruppe ausgewahlt ist. 

7. Zubereitung nach Anspruch 1 , dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB der Chelatbildner aus der durch Zitronensaure und 
das Dinatriumsalz von Ethylendiamintetraessigsaure gebildeten Gruppe ausgewahlt ist. 

8. Zubereitung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB das Antioxidationsmittel aus der durch Ascorbin- 
saure und Natriummetabisulfat gebildeten Gruppe ausgewahlt ist. 

9. Zubereitung nach Anspruch 1 . dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB das Konservierungsmittel aus der durch quatemare 
Ammoniumderivate, wie Benzalkoniumchlorid, Cetylmethylammoniumbromid, Cetylpyridinchlorid; Organoqueck- 
silberderivate, wie Thiomersal, Phenylquecksilberacetat und Phenylquecksilbernitrat; und Methyl- und Propyl-p- 
hydroxybenzoate und Natriumsalze davon, Chlorbutanol, Benzylalkohol, Chlorhexidindiacetat und -digluconat 
gebildeten Gruppe ausgewahlt ist. 

10. Zubereitung nach Anspruch 1 , dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB der Trager aus die L6slichkeit erhOhenden Mitteln, 
wie Cyclodextrinen; Gefrierschutzmitteln, wie Dextran, Mannit, Zitronensaure, Weinsaure; einem Lflsungsmittel, 
wie Ethanol, Glycerin und Propylenglycol; oder einem fur eine Salbe geeigneten Trager, wie MineralOl, Paraffin, 
Lanolin oder Cholesterin ausgewahlt ist. 

11. Verwendung der Zubereitungen nach einem der Anspruche 1 bis 10 bei der Herstellung eines Arzneimittels zur 
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Behandlung von Augeninfektionen und Augenentzundung. 

12. Verwendung der Zubereitungen nach einem der Anspruche 1 bis 10 bei der Herstellung eines Arzneimittels zur 
Behandlung von Ohrinfektionen und Ohrentzundung. 

Revendicatlons 

1 . Formulation pharmaceutique constitute par de la polymyxine. du trimethoprime et un medicament anti-inf lamma- 
toire & usage topique ophtalmique et auriculaire, caracterisee en ce qu'elle comprend 

0,005-1 % de trimethoprime ou d'un sel pharmaceutiquement acceptable de celui-ci; 
■ 0,01-0,3 % (0,2-2x10 6 unites internationales pour 100 ml) de polymyxine ou d'un sel pharmaceutiquement 
acceptable de celle-ci ; 

- 0,001-5 % d'un medicament anti-inflammatoire st6roTde choisi parmi la dexamethasone et la clobetasone, ou 
un isomfcre. ou un ester ou Tun de ses sels pharmceutiquemerrt acceptables; 

- 6ventuellement, 0,7-1 ,4 % d'un agent d'isotonicit6; 

- eventuellement, 0,01 -2,0 % d'un tampon de pH; 

- eventuellement, 0,01-2,0 % d'un agent modif iant la viscosrt6; 

- eventuellement, 0,01-2,0 % d'un agent cheialant; 

- eventuellement, 0,1-2,0 % d'un agent mouillant; 

- eventuellement, 0,01 -2,0 % d'un antioxydant; 

- 6ventuellement, 0,001 -1 ,0 % d'un conservateur ; 

- eventuellement, un v6hicule approprie & la forme pharmaceutique de la formulation; 

- ladrte formulation ayant un pH compris entre 4 et 8,5. 

2. Formulation selon la revendication 1 caracteris6e en ce que la polymyxine est la polymyxine B ou Tun de ses sels 
pharmaceutiquement acceptables. 

3. Formulation selon la revendication 1 caract6ris6e en ce que I'agent d'isotonicite est choisi dans le groupe forme par 
le chlorure de sodium, le glycerol, le mannitol et le sorbitol. 

4. Formulation selon la revendication 1 caract6ris6e en ce que le tampon de pH est choisi dans le groupe forme par 
les citrates, les borates et les phosphates. 

5. Formulation selon la revendication 1 caracteris6e en ce que I'agent modifiant la viscosite est choisi dans le groupe 
forme par le poly(alcool vinylique), la polyvinylpyrrolidone, la methylcellulose, I'hydroxypropylcellulose, l'hydroxy6- 
thylcellulose, la carbomethylcellulose et rhydroxypropylmethylcellulose. 

6. Formulation selon la revendication 1 caract6ris6e en ce que I'agent mouillant est choisi dans le groupe forme par 
les alcods gras polyethoxyies, les alkylphenols polyethoxyies, les acides gras polyethoxyies, les esters de sorbi- 
tane et les alcanolamides. 

7. Formulation selon la revendication 1 caracteris6e en ce que I'agent cheiatant est choisi dans le groupe forme par 
I'acide citrique et le sel de disodium de I'acide 6thyienediaminet6traacetique. 

8. Formulation selon la revendication 1 caract6ris6e en ce que I'antioxydant est choisi dans le groupe forme par 
I'acide ascorbique et le metabisulfate de sodium. 

9. Formulation selon la revendication 1 caract6ris6e en ce que le conservateur est choisi dans le groupe forme par 
les derives d'ammonium quaternaire tels que le chlorure de benzalkonium, le bromure de cetylmethylammonium, 
le chlorure de cetylpyridine, les derives organomercuriques tels que le thiomersal, I'acetate ph6nylmercurique et le 
nitrate phenylmercurique, et les p-hydroxybenzoates de methyle et de propyle et leurs sels de sodium, le chlorobu- 
tanol, I'alcool benzylique, le diacetate de chlorhexidine et le digluconate. 

TO. Formulation selon la revendication 1 caract6ris6e en ce que le v6hicule est choisi parmi les agents augmentant la 
solubilite tels que les cyclodextrines, les agents cryoprotecteurs tels que ledextrane, le mannitol, I'acide citrique, 
I'acide tartrique, un solvant tel que I'ethanol, le glycerol et le propyieneglycol, ou un vehicule approprie k une pom- 
made tel que I'huile minerale, la paraffine, la lanoline ou le cholesterol. 
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1 1 . Utilisation des formulations selon Tune quelconque des revendications 1 ^ 10 dans la preparation d'un medicament 
pour le traitement des infections et inflammations oculaires. 

12. Utilisation des formulations selon Tune quelconque des revendications 1 a 10 dans la preparation d'un medicament 
s pour le traitement des infections et inflammations auriculaires. 
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